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THE GAHIRMATHA MARINE SANCTUARY IN ODISHA IS HOME TO THE
WORLD'S LARGEST SEA TURTLE ROOKERY AND ARRIBADA, A UNIQUE

PHENOMENON OF SYNCHRONISED MASS NESTING OF OLIVE RIDLEY
TURTLES BEGINS IN GAHIRMATHA (COLONY OF BREEDING ANIMALS)

G r e e n  t u r t l e s  a r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  a l l  t h e
h a r d - s h e l l e d  s e a  t u r t l e s ,  b u t  h a v e  a

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l e r  h e a d .
L a r g e s t  a m o n g

a l l  t h e  s e a  t u r t l e
s p e c i e s ,

l e a t h e r b a c k s  g e t
t h e i r  n a m e  f r o m

t h e i r  u n i q u e
s h e l l

A d u l t
l o g g e r h e a d s

m e a s u r e  b e t w e e n
7 5  a n d  1 0 0  c m  i n

l e n g t h  a n d
t y p i c a l l y  w e i g h

u p  t o  1 5 9  k g

T h e  o l i v e  r i d l e y
i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t

a n d  m o s t
a b u n d a n t  o f  a l l

t h e  s e a  t u r t l e
s p e c i e s .

O n e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r
s e a  t u r t l e  s p e c i e s ,   
g e t s  i t s  n a m e  f r o m

i t s  n a r r o w ,
e l o n g a t e d  h e a d   
w i t h  a  V - s h a p e d

l o w e r  j a w
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